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Abstract: This handbook is a separate publication, mainly directed to the official lawyers 

providing legal aid and registered with the National Legal Aid Bureau, representing asylum seekers 

with a refusal in the course of proceedings on various aspects of refugee law, in compliance with 

the effective protection of human rights which Republic of Bulgaria guarantees to all citizens and 

foreigners in need of protection. It is structured in three sections. The first section presents an 

overview of key academic concepts, themes and legal sources of refugee law. The second section 

analyzes the procedures and criteria for determining refugee status. The third section includes an 

analysis of the procedural steps to protect applicants seeking international protection in case of 

refusal to grant refugee status or humanitarian status, and analysis of the rules governing 

proceedings in cases at the Court of Justice and the European Community action law. 
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